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Vartan Matiossian – Frédéric Macler’s Letters to Kostan Zarian 
 
Frédéric Macler (1869-1938) is a well-known name in Armenian Studies history as head of the 

Armenian chair at the Ecole Nationale des Langues Vivantes (now Institute Nationale des Langues et 
Civilisations Orientales, INALCO) in Paris from 1911-1937, as well as a prolific researcher, author, and 
translator in many issues of both ancient and modern Armenian history and philology. He completed the 
translation of 10th century historian Asoghik’s Universal History into French, initiated by his teacher, 
Eduard Dulaurier, which he published in 1917. He was helped, among others, by well-known 
Armenologist Norayr de Byzance (1844-1915). In 1991 architect Armen Zarian (1914-1994) translated 
into Armenian and published Macler’s French letters to his father, the famous writer Kostan Zarian 
(1885-1969), who lived in Venice in 1912 and was the intermediary between Macler and Norayr de 
Byzance. The publication, however, was marred by editorial issues, and two of Macler’s letters were not 
printed (the unpublished French originals of the five letters remain in Kostan Zarian’s private archive). 
This new publication restores Armen Zarian’s original Armenian text, with editorial revisions, additional 
footnotes, and an introduction, on the basis of a copy of the typescript, including the two letters left out of 
the 1991 publication. 
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